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efforts to get your attention affect the news you get?
Would you have read or listened to the story if the
media had not worked at getting your attention?

What values and beliefs do you bring to the news?
What are your biases? Are you liberal? Conservative?
Do you think government is too big, or captured

by special interests, always ineffective, or totally
irrelevant to your life? Do you have any pet peeves
or special interests that direct your attention? How
do your current life experiences affect your political
views or priorities? How do these values, beliefs, and
ideas affect how you see the news, what you pay
attention to, and what you skip? Think about all the

articles or stories you tuned out, and ask yourself
why you did so.

Can you find a news source that you usually
disagree with, that you think is biased or always
wrong? Read it now and again. It will help you keep
your perspective and ensure that you get a mix of
views that will keep you thinking critically. We are
challenged not by ideas we agree with but by those
that we find flawed. Stay an active media consumer.
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